2020: Celebrating Light in the Darkness
What a year 2020 was for our faith community and the world. It has felt so different not
being able to Gather in-person with all of you, but we’ve seen beauty come from a hard
season and we are continually humbled and grateful for each of you. Your financial gifts
made it possible for us to do so much in this challenging year. We look forward to the
year ahead where we can continue to explore and participate in the life of Jesus, so that
we can be a healing presence in our world.
Grace + Peace,
DCC Leadership
What are we celebrating?
WORSHIP & HOSPITALITY

The church as a community isn’t about a
particular person with their personality or
skills or passions. It’s about showing up and
bringing your unique self to the table and
being accepted and encouraged for who
you are. The church is people in all walks
of life who are unified in their desire to be
a healing presence in the world, and I felt
that hospitality personally from our faith
community this year.
~Liz Snyder, Gathering Coordinator

“

“

I recently met a woman who has begun to
attend DCC online. She has struggled to
find a place that would accept her where
she is, and shared with me what it has
meant to be a part of a community that
sees each other as children of God, and
image bearers of the Divine. I am
reminded that we all desire a place to belong, to ask hard questions and to band
together to make our world a more loving
place. I am so grateful for this community
and its commitment to live life this way.

1500+

~Chad McNeely, Worship & Arts Pastor

individuals participated in worship
weekly

10

This year has all but removed my primary
source of personal connection with our faith
community - that being teaching during
our Sunday gatherings. Since March 15 I
have been in an empty room, talking into a
camera. However, one of the things that was
unexpected was the number of people who
were able to connect to teachings online literally from around the country. This was a
surprise and is something that I am grateful
for!
~Michael Hidalgo, Lead Pastor

countries participating

“

ADULT MINISTRIES
One of the men in my DCC Men’s Community Group is committed to befriending and
loving our homeless friends in the city. One of the efforts he organized was to collect
winter clothing and then get it to those who could use it. He and others who joined in
were able to collect and then distribute 50 winter coats, hats and gloves to our friends
experiencing homelessness.
~Scott Oppliger, Neighborhood Pastor

I’m celebrating all the ways our
community has truly fought for
connection and authentic community
this year. So many of our group leaders
have gotten creative about the ways
their groups can stay connected in a
year that has held so many restrictions.
So many have gotten creative about
how to care for and serve not only their
group members, but our faith
community and our city.

I am celebrating how spiritual practices
continue to become a “normal” part of
the who we are – from Sunday mornings, to resources on our website, to the
weekly guided practice podcast. These
tools are necessary on the journey – they
help us explore our inner worlds and
assist our participation in the Divine life,
which all leads us towards our own
healing and our ability to become a
healing presence.

~Amanda Lum, Neighborhood Pastor

~Bekah Stewart, Spiritual Formation

“

“

INC STUDENT MINISTRIES
It’s been a few years since our decision to
move to full-inclusion for the LGBTQ+
community. Yet, every semester we meet
new students and hear stories from new
families who are coming to DCC because
of INC, so that their teenagers can be a
part of a fully inclusive community for
LGBTQ+ teens. This means that DCC is
making it possible for INC to be the most
welcoming ministry in town, and INC is
making it possible for so many families
and friends to be a part of a faith
community when they thought they
might never be again.
It’s a beautiful thing.
~Nick Elio, Familiy Ministries Pastor

DCC KIDS

“

I love the response that we’ve gotten to some letters
that our volunteers sent out to our 4th and 5th graders. We’ve gotten responses from parents that share
that these kids were down in the dumps, missing
friends, feeling disconnected and depressed but that
by receiving actual snail mail from a real live
volunteer, they were reminded of their value and that
they immediately felt a sense of belonging just by
reading this one note. The impact that the pandemic
has had on students is undeniable and I am so
impressed by the volunteers that have gotten
creative to make sure they are improving the quality
of life of these students. It’s a blessing to see!
~Maggie Knight, Children’s Pastor

“

GENEROSITY
In a year where many lost jobs and others
were feeling financially unstable, our faith
community gave consistently and generously to support the ministries of DCC and
beyond as we gave 20% to Project Renew,
(DCC’s justice and peacemaking initiative)
to support our 44 local and international
partners. We say it regularly, but it is true,
all we do is literally not possible without
this generosity. We are so thankful!
~Jon Gettings, Executive Pastor

SUPPORT PROVIDED
Neighbor Grants = $55,896
* Good
Relief = $58,000
* Covid
Provided = $16,137
* Benevolence
& International Partners = $230,154
* Local
* Colo. Immigrant Justice Fund = $5,000

Project Renew is coming up on our first
birthday this month - what a year to launch a
new initiative, right? Yet, in many ways,
Project Renew was exactly what we needed
in an unprecedented and historically difficult
time. We chose early in the pandemic to find
creative ways to adapt our efforts to identify
those who were hardest hit and most in need.
So, we celebrate the many ways we were able
to help in 2020.
~Dave Neuhausel, Pastor of Mobilization

