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LENT 2021: WEEK 6 
 
This Lent Group Study Guide is the Lent version of the Analog study guide that is 
available every week throughout the year. May this guide help you journey together as 
you explore the expansive heart of God and what it means to be a healing presence in 
your world.   
 
 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
 

This is the last Sunday of Lent. If you haven’t already, take a few minutes to discuss 
next steps for your group. Do you want to continue meeting? If so, how often? When? Do 
you want to continue discussing the Sunday morning messages? We provide a study 
guide each week that any group can use (we call it the “Analog”). Or study something 
else? Or focus on serving?  
 
 
 

THINKING OF OTHERS 
 
During the Lent season, we are invited to consider how we can serve those around us. 
Here are two opportunities we would like to highlight: 
 

• An SOS – or Safe Outdoor Space - is located on our Uptown building’s parking lot. To 
bring one thing for a dinner (potluck style), sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49AAAD29A4FB6-dccmonday 
You also can volunteer for a four-hour shift – check it out here: 
https://projectrenew.org/creative-service/ 

• For a description of other ministries and organizations DCC supports and for ways to 
serve, go to:  https://projectrenew.org/creative-service 

 
 
 

LENT WEEK SIX MESSAGE: IT IS FINISHED 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
“It is finished.” This statement from Jesus on the cross is the focus of this week’s 
message. Although Jesus said it is finished, there is also something that is starting. In 
the creation account, we discover that after God finished God’s work, something new 
started. So both in Genesis, and in John’s account of Jesus’ life and death, we find a 
parallel progression of thought and revelation involving the Spirit, God’s work, God’s 
work being completed, and our work as humanity beginning. Let’s dig into this more! 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Here are some questions for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to cover them all. You may 
have other questions you want to ask instead. 
 

1. Read Genesis 1:1-2 and Genesis 1:27-2:7.  In this creation account we find this 
sequence: 

“In the beginning…” 
Spirit hovering 
God at work 
Work is finished 
God breathes 
Humanity works 
 

“Something began when God finished.” How would you describe the work that 
began when God finished creating? 

 
 

2. And then in the book of John, we find the same pattern: 
John 1:1   “In the beginning…” 

  John 1:32  Spirit hovering 
John 4:34  Jesus at work 
John 19:28-30 Jesus’ work is finished 
John 20:22   Jesus breathes 
John 20:21  Disciples work 

 
Once again, “something began when God finished.” How would you describe the 
work that began after the death of Jesus, when he had finished his work? 

 
 

3. In both Genesis and John, God entrusts humanity to use the power given by God 
to create, to flourish, to make this world better. Too often humans have used 
their power to oppress, control, and dominate. Jesus didn’t have to assert his 
power to use it.  
 

• What might it look like to use the power we have been given to shape and   
 make this world better? 
 
 
• What could you do to use your power to join in what God is doing to   
    redeem, recreate, and restore the world around you? 

 
 

4.  When God created the universe, he said, “Let there be...” Jesus’ prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane ended with, “Let your will be done”. Mary’s response to 
the angel when she found out she was carrying the Messiah, was “Let it be…”  
 

•  How is “let it be” an expression of power?  
 
• Where in your life would you like to use your power and say to God, “let your      

 will be done”? 
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SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
 

Each week, The Lent Study Guide includes a spiritual exercise designed to provide an 
opportunity to encounter God. This week’s exercise is an opportunity to reflect on and further 
experience a well-known prayer for Christians, the Prayer for Serenity. Following the time of 
discussion, start your time of formation by participating in praying through the Prayer. If using 
it with a group, It will be helpful if each group member has a copy of this spiritual practice.  
 
“This week’s Spiritual Practice is a Prayer for Serenity. Before reading the prayer, 
we invite you to sit comfortably, with your palms open and eyes closed. As we start, 
let’s take 2-3 minutes of silence to quiet ourselves and clear our minds. As I read 
through the prayer, notice what words or parts of the prayer seem to stick out more 
than any other. After I finish reading the prayer, we will spend a few minutes in silent 
conversation with God about the words or parts that stuck out and why.  
 
After a few minutes in silent prayer, say the prayer aloud for a second time, or invite the group 
to say the prayer aloud together.  
 
 

Prayer for Serenity 
 

God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can;  
and wisdom to know the difference. 

 
Living one day at a time;  

enjoying one moment at a time;  
accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

taking, as He did, this sinful world 
as it is, not as I would have it;  

trusting that He will make all things right 
if I surrender to His Will;  

that I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with Him 

forever in the next.  
Amen. 

 
Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971) 

 
 
Debrief: If you like, take a few minutes to debrief: 
 

• What did you think, feel, or experience?  
 

• What was helpful for you in this exercise?  
 


