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LENT 2021: WEEK 2 
 
This Lent Group Study Guide is the Lent version of the Analog study guide that is 
available every week throughout the year. May this guide help you journey together as 
you explore the expansive heart of God and what it means to be a healing presence in 
your world.   
 

KNOWING EACH OTHER 
 

You may want to take a few minutes for everyone to respond to this question: “When 
you were a child, what was your perception of heaven?” 
 
 

THINKING OF OTHERS 
 
During the Lent season, we are invited to consider how we can serve those around us. 
Here are the suggestions we listed last time. What other ideas or suggestions or 
promptings do you have that you could share with the group? What are you doing or 
what would you like to do? 
 

• Ask God to reveal someone in your path you can help: a neighbor, friend, or stranger. 
• Commit to doing one act of kindness each day during Lent. 
• Put a large trash bag in your closet, put one item in the bag each day to be given away 

at the end of Lent.  
• Is there a ministry or charitable organization that has long captured your imagination 

and now is the time to find out how to get involved? 
• An SOS – or Safe Outdoor Space - is located on our Uptown building’s parking lot. To 

provide a complete dinner for the 40+ residents, contact Sarah at: 
sarahestone@gmail.com. Or bring one thing for a dinner (potluck style) by signing up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49AAAD29A4FB6-dccmonday 
You also can volunteer for a four-hour shift – check it out here: 
https://projectrenew.org/creative-service/ 

• For a description of other ministries and organizations DCC supports and for ways to 
serve, go to:  https://projectrenew.org/creative-service 

 
 

LENT WEEK TWO MESSAGE: TWO TICKETS TO PARADISE 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Two criminals were crucified at the same time as Jesus, who hung in between them. 
One criminal expresses doubt and disbelief about who Jesus is. The other criminal sees 
things differently and confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah. And Jesus assures 
this second criminal that he will, indeed, be with Jesus in paradise that very day. 
Paradise: a word that is often regarded as a synonym for heaven, with heaven being 
disembodied bliss in the sky. But is it? What if the word “paradise” is a lot more than 
another way to say “heaven”? What if this story is not about the assurance of life after 
death heaven? What, then, is Jesus saying to this criminal? 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Here are some questions for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to cover them all. You may 
have other questions you want to ask instead. 
 

1. Read the Scripture passage, Luke 23:39-43. Chapters 22, 23 and 24 of Luke’s 
gospel are filled with conversations and discussions and questions about 
whether Jesus is or is not the Messiah. In this passage, both criminals have an 
opinion as to the identity of Jesus. Who do you think each of them believed Jesus to 
be and why? 
 
 

2. It was an accepted belief at that time that the Messiah would come and 
overthrow the Roman oppressors, liberate the people of Israel and establish a 
new Kingdom in Jerusalem. If the second criminal believed this about the Messiah, 
what do you think he was asking Jesus to do when he said, “remember me when you 
come into your kingdom?” 
 
 

3. Note Jesus’ response in verse 43. In the Jewish mind, paradise – or Eden – is 
when all is right within ourselves, with others, with the world, and with God. 
Jesus’ answer pointed to the promises from God that the Messiah would usher 
in a new Eden – or paradise – through his death. That renewal, restoration and 
liberation would come some day, not by power, strength, violence, or force, but 
by Jesus, the Messiah, submitting and surrendering to a humiliating and 
tortuous death. Jesus’ response may not have been what the second criminal 
expected to hear. As you seek to follow Jesus, what have you encountered in who 
Jesus is and his life and teachings that has surprised you or challenged you? 

 
 

4. On several occasions Jesus spoke of the need to die in order to live and 
experience life to the full. One example is in Luke 9:23-25: 

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?  

 
• Sometimes we need to leave some things behind to make room to pursue  

the yearnings God puts in our hearts. What are some things you sense 
you might want to let go of or leave behind or let die in order to move 
forward in your journey of following Jesus? What do you want less of? Consider 
thoughts, beliefs, attitudes, behaviors, habits, priorities, etc. 
 
 

• What new things do you want to see birthed in your life? What do you  
want more of in your life? Again, consider thoughts, beliefs, attitudes, 
behaviors, habits, priorities, etc. 
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SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
 

Each week, The Lent Study Guide includes a spiritual exercise designed to provide an 
opportunity to encounter God. This week’s exercise is an opportunity to reflect on and further 
experience the most well known prayer for Christians, the Lord’s Prayer. Following the time of 
discussion, start your time of formation by participating in praying through The Lord’s Prayer 
together. Instructions for the Leaders are in bold. It will be very helpful if each group member 
has a copy of this spiritual practice.  
 
“To open our time, please take 2-3 minutes of silence to quiet ourselves and clear 
our minds.” (Then read The Lord’s Prayer aloud for the group.) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom come,  thy will be 
done,  on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   And lead us not into 
temptation,  but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the 
glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
“Take a minute of silence before we move into a time of reflection and silent prayer 
as a group.” After a minute or so, “I will now read each section of the prayer along 
with a suggestions for prayer. After reading each section, we will have a minute of 
silence to contemplate what it says and pray silently.” 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
(You may want to express how amazing God is, how you experience God’s holiness) 

 
thy kingdom come,   

(Pray for healing, restoration, and for God’s goodness to be known in the world)  
 

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  
(Pray for the courage to bring your stress, fears, and pain to God,  

and ask for the Spirit’s movement in you from stress to surrender)    
 

Give us this day our daily bread.   
(Pray for the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs for you and others)  

 
And forgive us our trespasses,  

(Acknowledge Gods forgiveness)  
 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.    
(Ask the Lord to surface relationships in your life that need grace) 

 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.    

(Give us courage and strength to follow your example)  
 

For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen 
(Give thanks, and praise God for who God is and what God does)  

 
“As we close, let’s take a moment to be still in the presence of the Lord. Let’s close 
our time together by saying The Lord’s Prayer together aloud.” 
  
 


