
 1 

 
 
 
Date:  April 25, 2021                                                      Scripture: Amos 5:14,15 
   
Title: A Good Life in a Good World 
  
 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  
 Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s Sunday 
morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog for further 
discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you explore the expansive 
heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  
 
 
Teaching Season 
What manner of man is the prophet?” So begins Abraham Joshua Heschel’s book titled, The 
Prophets. A book, he states, that is “about some of the most disturbing people who have ever 
lived.” Long overlooked due to their bizarre nature, this collection of books has the power to lend 
vision and inspiration for our faith, and how it is to be lived out by the people of God. We will walk 
through all of the 12 books in 12 weeks of teaching. Our attention will be given to the theme of 
each. 
 
 
Overview for this Week 
Amos tended sheep and grew sycamore-fig trees. He held no office, he had no connection to the 
temple. He goes to Bethel, the religious center of Israel, where the wealthy, powerful, religious 
people worship. We learn through his prophecies the people used religion as an excuse to live the 
kind of life they wanted. Ancient consciousness was about keeping the gods happy. And what did 
the gods want? Sacrifice. Ritual. Gifts. Offerings. This was a pagan notion “God’s people” had 
adapted. They believed what God cared about was their observance of religious rites at sacred 
places. After that they could do what they pleased. In the middle of this book we find the heart of 
Amos’ message, what God really cares about: “seek good… love good.” “Good” is woven into the 
fabric of all that exists, because the One who brought it into existence and holds it all together is 
good. So, when God invites the people to “choose good” this is sacred. It is about choosing God’s 
life – the very life connected to the existence of all things. To choose good is to participate in 
furthering the design in all the universe. 
 
 
 
Opening Question for a Group: What kind of hypocritical behavior bothers you the most? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    2 

Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 
Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them all – 
there are a lot here! The Spiritual Practice for this week could be very meaningful for you or your 
group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this exercise. If you are using this in a group context, read 
through these questions and the Spiritual Practice before your group meets to familiarize yourself 
with this material. You may want to send this out to the group before you meet. 
 

1. Read Amos 5:14-15. Paraphrase these two verses in your own words. What do they mean 
to you?  

 
 

2. Michael made this statement, “But in Jewish consciousness, “good” (in Hebrew, “tov”) is 
expansive, all encompassing. It is foundational to the universe, the heart of God, what 
defines a life lived in communion with the Divine. As we see here, good = life and stands in 
contrast to evil and death.” Look at these other passages that refer to “good.” What do you 
think each of these adds to an understanding of “good”? 

 
• Genesis 1:9,12,18,21,25 and 31 
• Exodus 33:19 
• Deuteronomy 30:15 (Note: The NIV Bible translates “tov” as “prosperity” here.)  

 
 

3. Read through this list of references about “doing good.” Keeping in mind the fuller 
meaning of “tov”, pick a couple that stand out to you. Why do they stand out?  
 

• Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. (Romans 12.21) 
• No one should seek their own good, but the good of others. (1 Cor. 10.24) 
• God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9.8) 
• Let us not become weary in doing good… let us do good to all people. (Gal. 6:9,10)   
• For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2.10) 
• Live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work. (Colossians 1.10) 
• Always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. (1 Thess.  

5:15)  
• As for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. (2 Thess. 3.13) 
• Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 

willing to share. (1 Timothy 6.18) 
• Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to 

provide for urgent needs... (Titus 3.14) 
• Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

(Hebrews 10.24) 
• For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 

people. (1 Peter 2.15) 
• Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. (James 3.13) 
• Do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from 

God. (3 John 1.11) 
 

4. What might it look like for you to choose to participate with God in furthering good in and 
through your life this week? What would good look like? 
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Spiritual Practice: Prayer 
 
Materials Needed: Copies of the prayer. 
 
Preparation: Take time to read through this prayer before participating in the prayer as a 
group. Email it to everyone ahead of time or be ready on your video conferencing call to 
share it so all can see and follow along.  
 
This week’s Spiritual Practice Prayer is a prayer focused on doing good. 
 
Invite everyone to sit comfortably, with their palms open and their eyes closed – asking them to 
notice what words or parts of the prayer seem to stick out more than any other.  
 

• Read through the prayer the first time slowly. When finished, ask the group to spend a few 
minutes in silent conversation with God about the words or parts of the prayer that stuck out 
and why. 
 

• After a few minutes of silence, ask if anyone would like to share with the group the words or 
parts of the prayer that are the most meaningful or helpful.  

 
• Close by inviting the group to say the prayer aloud together.  

 
 

God, help us to persevere in doing good in our lives in your name.  
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up.” 
Jesus, you know long-suffering better than any of us.  
Help us to live by your example.  
By your Spirit, we can turn the other cheek, time and time again.  
We can endure hurts from friends and continue to walk in love.  
We can give and give without running out of energy or becoming selfish.  
Enable us to keep going.  
Your word says that you make all things new, and that includes us. 
Holy Spirit, continue to renew us,  
Rather than trying to do this on our own, may we rely on you.  
Through your strength and grace, may we keep going in doing good.  
Thank you that you are good.  
Thank you that you are love.  
Amen. 

 
 
To pray for others specifically: 
 

Lord, help ________ to keep going in doing good in spite of her/his circumstance. 
May _________always strive to do what is good for others. 
Let not _________ become weary in doing good as she/he faces difficulty.  

 


