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Date: May 2, 2021                                                      Scripture: Obadiah 1:1-4 
   
Title: That’s Not How You Treat Family 

  
 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  
 Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s Sunday 
morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog for further 
discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you explore the expansive 
heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  
 
 
Teaching Season 
What manner of man is the prophet?” So begins Abraham Joshua Heschel’s book titled, The 
Prophets. A book, he states, that is “about some of the most disturbing people who have ever 
lived.” Long overlooked due to their bizarre nature, this collection of books has the power to lend 
vision and inspiration for our faith, and how it is to be lived out by the people of God. We will walk 
through all of the 12 books in 12 weeks of teaching. Our attention will be given to the theme of 
each. 
 
 
Overview for this Week 
 
Jacob and Esau, brothers and grandsons of Abraham, had a tense and bitter relationship. Later 
named Israel (which split into Judah and Israel) and Edom, as nations descended from the two 
bothers, the family feud continued on for hundreds of years. In Obadiah, we find Edom to be a 
proud and arrogant people, and also a very hated-filled people. Instead of helping out Israel when 
Jerusalem is attached, they join in on the plundering and killing. Obadiah is a book of rebuke and 
judgment for the Edomites. But it is a lot more, with hints towards a new day and a new time when 
justice would reign and even the Edomites would be restored.  
 
 
Opening Question for a Group: What sports team do you like to see lose? 
 
 
Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 
Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them all – 
there are a lot here! The Spiritual Practice for this week could be very meaningful for you or your 
group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this exercise. If you are using this in a group context, read 
through these questions and the Spiritual Practice before your group meets to familiarize yourself 
with this material. You may want to send this out to the group before you meet. 
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1. Read Obadiah 1:1-14. Recap Edom’s actions and God’s response. 
 
 
 
 

2.  Read verse 15. ‘The day of the Lord’ is a phrase used a lot in the Old Testament to refer to 
that day when God will make everything right and justice will be complete.  It appears God 
is going to confront the pride, arrogance and evil of all the nations – of all people. If you 
were God, how would you hold people accountable for what they have done? 

 
 
 
 

3. Look at verse 21. ‘Mount Zion’ refers to Jerusalem and Judah, and ‘the mountains of Esau’ 
is Edom. Edom will not longer be in charge or in control, but “deliverers” will rule. The 
word here for ‘deliverer’ can also be translated savior or restorer. And then the final line in 
Obadiah is “And the kingdom will be the Lord’s.” Another way to translate this is, “and the 
Lord will reign as King.” How do you see Obadiah’s words being fulfilled in Jesus? 
 
 
 

4. Jesus often spoke of the kingdom of God. From what you know about the kingdom of God, 
how would you describe it? Here are some references about the kingdom of God in case 
you want to look at them. By the way, it is generally accepted that the kingdom of God is 
the same as the kingdom of heaven.  

 
• Mark 1:15 
• Matthew 13:43-35 
• Luke 10:9 
• Romans 14:17 

 
 
 

5. One way to experience more of the kingdom is to say yes to God’s invitations. What are 
some ways you would like to say ‘yes’ to what God may be inviting you into? 

 
 
 
 

6. From Lord’s prayer: “Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is on heaven.” 
What does this prayer mean to you? Where in your life would you like to see more of God’s 
kingdom break through? 
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Spiritual Practice 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
To open our time, please take 2-3 minutes of silence to quiet ourselves and clear our 
minds.” (Then read The Lord’s Prayer aloud for the group.) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
“Take a minute of silence before we move into a time of reflection and silent prayer as a 
group.” After a minute or so, “I will now read each section of the prayer along with a 
suggestions for prayer. After reading each section, we will have a minute of silence to 
contemplate what it says and pray silently.” 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
(You may want to express how amazing God is, how you experience God’s holiness) 

 
thy kingdom come,   

(Pray for healing, restoration, and for God’s goodness –  
for yourself and for those around you and in the broader world)  

 
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  

(Pray to be open, curious and receptive what God may have for you. Pray courage and strength to 
say ‘yes’ to God in many different ways) 

 
 

Give us this day our daily bread.   
(Pray for the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs for you and others)  

 
And forgive us our trespasses,  

(Acknowledge Gods forgiveness)  
 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.    
(Ask the Lord to surface relationships in your life that need grace) 

 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.    

(Give us courage and strength to follow your example)  
 

For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen 
(Give thanks, and praise God for who God is and what God does)  

 
“As we close, let’s take a moment to be still in the presence of the Lord. Let’s close our 
time together by saying The Lord’s Prayer together aloud.” 
  
 


