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Date: June 27, 2021                                                             Scripture: Malachi 3:1-5, 4:1-6 
Title: Burning Like a Furnace 

 
 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  
 Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s Sunday 
morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog for further 
discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you explore the expansive 
heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  
 
 
Teaching Season 
What manner of man is the prophet?” So begins Abraham Joshua Heschel’s book titled, The 
Prophets. A book that is “about some of the most disturbing people who have ever lived.” Long 
overlooked due to their bizarre nature, this collection of books has the power to lend vision and 
inspiration for our faith, and how it is to be lived out by the people of God. We will walk through all 
of the 12 books in 12 weeks of teaching. Our attention will be given to the theme of each. 
 
Overview for this Week 
 
The prophet Malachi writes to the people pointing out the ways they continue to break the 
covenant with God. In the midst of this he also points out how God has remained faithful to 
them. It is God’s faithfulness and power that will ultimately bring both judgment and 
renewal for the people. And when that happens, “… He will turn the hearts of the parents to 
their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents” (4.5,6). But it’s not all roses; 
there will be punishment as well during the “great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 
 
How do we square this sort of thing in our time today? The idea of a God who punishes 
seems, for some, antiquated, and many struggle with the idea of ever worshipping a God 
who does this sort of thing. Does God really only love those who are faithful to God and do 
what they are supposed to do? 
 
 
Opening Question for a Group: What is one of your favorite summer foods? 
 
 
Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 
Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them all,  
and you may have questions of your own to ask. The Spiritual Practice for this week could be very 
meaningful for you or your group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this exercise. If you are using this 
in a group context, read through these questions and the Spiritual Practice before your group 
meets to familiarize yourself with this material. You may want to send this out to the group before 
you meet. 
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1. Read Malachi 3:1-5. What makes you uncomfortable about the way Malachi writes of a 
God who seems to be angry? 

 
 

 
2. What have you done – and what do you do – with an angry God? Conversely, what would 

you do with a God who didn’t care about people and what is going on in this world? A 
God who didn’t care enough to get angry? 

 
 
 
3. There appear to be at least three reasons for God’s anger… like a parent, God really 

cares about his/her children, and cares about:  
 

• Sacrifices: a way for a worshipper to know where he or she stood with God. But the 
people seemed to not care about how they stood with God.  
 

• Tithes and offerings: A way to give to the temple and support the temple and to take 
care of the poor and needy. Some of the people were selfish and not willing to give 
to others.   

 
• Justice: the poor, the immigrants, the widows – they were all being neglected.  

 
 

 
4. Read Malachi 4:1-6. Some of the language here is quite severe. The prophets tend to 

use symbolic language to communicate the importance of the message: the message 
that God really does care about the state and fate of people. If some of the language 
around God’s anger and the expressions of God’s anger are symbolic, how does that 
influence how you see God? 

 
 
5.  Jesus also called out people, especially the wealthy, the super religious, and powerful 

– challenging them to care about where they stood with God, about their generosity, 
and about justice. How do you think Jesus continues with the Old Testament prophets’ 
message? Do you think Jesus’ message is different? 

 
 
 

6. The Day of the Lord shows up in Jesus – but instead of the people dying, God dies. 
Jesus dies. Jesus is the sacrifice. God shows us what it means to be the ultimate 
participant in the human story, so that we can know forever where we stand with God. 
In what ways do you think Jesus’ life and death fulfill God’s desire for his people? 

 
 
 

7. As a member of the Body of Christ, what does it mean for you to be broken and poured 
out? What is a next step for you to live out your part in the body of Christ to be a healing 
presence in your world?  
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Spiritual Exercise – Be Still Prayer 

 
Each week, Analog includes a spiritual exercise designed to provide an opportunity to encounter 
God using practices that Christ followers have utilized for centuries. Today’s practice is a prayer 
adapted from Psalm 46:10. 
 
First, take a couple minutes of silence to prepare your heart, clear your mind, and 
open yourselves to the presence of the Holy Spirit. After a couple minutes of silence, read through 
Psalm 46. You will then pray through Psalm 46:10 by using 5 consecutively diminishing 
sentences. Read each phrase out loud, one at a time, and have the group repeat the same phrase 
aloud. Pause for a moment between each phrase and take a moment to reflect and let God speak 
to your heart after each phrase is spoken. The pause between each phrase can be lengthened 
depending on your need (or the needs of the group). 
 
 
 

Be still and know that I am God. 
   
 
 

   Be still and know that I am. 
 
 
 
 

       Be still and know. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Be still. 
 
 
 
 

    Be. 
  
 
 
 
Debrief: If you like, take a few minutes to debrief: 

• What did you think, feel, or experience?  
• What was helpful for you in this exercise?  

 
 

  


