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Date: October 24, 2021                                                                       
  Scripture: Matthew 12.24-30 
Title:  On Not Getting It Sorted 
 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  
Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s 
Sunday morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog for 
further discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you explore the 
expansive heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  
 
 
Teaching Season 
When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray, he responded with what we now 
call the “Our Father” or “The Lord’s Prayer.” The first request Jesus makes in that prayer is, 
“… your Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” The kingdom of God (or Kingdom of 
Heaven) is unlike any kingdom or empire crafted by humans on this earth. Jesus offers 
pictures of what this kingdom is like as he goes about “proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom.” He insists that we are a part of bringing the Kingdom of God to bear on this earth, 
and we are invited to pray for its coming … which means there is work to be done. You 
ready? 
 
Teaching  
This week we explored the juxtaposition of good and evil we see illustrated in the parable of 
the weeds and consider what we are to do in the midst of evil - both within our world and 
within ourselves. Jesus puts the word áphes on the lips of the farmer - the same word used in 
the Lord’s prayer and in Jesus’ granting of forgiveness from the cross. Perhaps a meditation 
on forgiveness is in order. 
 
Listen to the teaching online or on the DCC App   
 
Opening Question for the Group: Each week we invite you to start your group discussion 
answering the two questions below. 
  

1) Where are you? 
2) What do you want?  

 
 
Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 
Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them 
all, and you may have questions of your own to ask. The Spiritual Practice for this week could 
be very meaningful for you or your group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this exercise. If 
you are using this in a group context, read through these questions and the Spiritual Practice 
before your group meets to familiarize yourself with this material. You may want to send this 
out to the group before you meet. 
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1. What stands out from this week’s teaching? Did anything specific catch your 
attention as you listened? 
 

2. When you see something in scripture that does not logically make sense, what comes 
up in you? How do you want to respond? Do you feel resistance in remaining open to 
what it might have to say to you? 

 
3.  Where in your life currently are you either naming someone as "bad" - or where you 

sense that someone else is naming you as "bad"? Is it possible that they, or you are 
wrong? 

 
4.  Obviously, injustices in our world are a big deal, and must matter deeply to followers 

of Christ. How do you think we remain intentional in our response to injustice, while 
being careful to not pick up the role of Sorter/Judge (that belongs to God)? What kind 
of character traits will have to be formed in us to be these kinds of people? 

 
5.  When you consider the last 18 months or so and all that you have either cut off, 

canceled, distanced yourself from (or the ways in which this has been done to you) - 
where might God be asking you to consider "letting them grow together"? (Remember: 
"let" in the Greek here means to forgive, or to let, permit, suffer) 

 
6. Read Acts 9:26-31. Paul - who had been cut off and canceled by the disciples of 

Jesus, is received and invited once Barnabas comes alongside and advocates for him. 
What can we learn from Barnabas' example? What stands out as you consider his 
forgiving and blessing of Paul? 
 

 
 

Weekly Spiritual Practice 

This week our spiritual practice is available online through our Spiritual Formation Podcast. You 
can access this week’s spiritual practice by clicking on the link below or through the DCC App.  

Spiritual Formation Podcast – Forgiveness Practice.  

  


