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Date: February 13, 2022                                                         Scripture: Luke 2.1-21 

Title:  Shepherds, Clothing, and Divine Kings 

 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  

Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s 

Sunday morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog 

for further discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you 

explore the expansive heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  

 

Teaching Season 
The Gospel of Luke begins by introducing us to its main character, Jesus. But we quickly 

find it is not just about Jesus, but about His place in this world and His place in His world.  

One filled with a rich tapestry of empires, religion, important times and cities. This is where 

it all begins, and the start of it is unexpected.  
  

 

Teaching  
The subtly with which Luke writes is powerful and evocative. More than just giving hints that 

suggest Jesus is this or that, right from the beginning he begins messing with the idea of 

who this king is and pointing toward those who will know him. This theme remains 

throughout Luke’s gospel as he gives attention to women, the poor and the oppressed - 

those who know God. 

  

Listen to the teaching online or on the DCC App   
 

Opening Question for the Group: Start your group discussion with the questions below.  
  

1) Share your highs and lows from the past week.  

 

 

Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 

Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them 

all, and you may have questions of your own to ask. The Spiritual Practice for this week 
could be very meaningful for you or your group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this 

exercise. If you are using this in a group context, read through these questions and the 

Spiritual Practice before your group meets to familiarize yourself with this material. You 

may want to send this out to the group before you meet. 

 

 

1. What stands out from this week’s teaching? Did anything specific catch your 

attention as you listened? 
 

2. What were you taught growing up about Jesus' birth - and how did you learn 

about it? (i.e. family, church, the Home Alone outdoor nativity scene, etc) 

 

https://denverchurch.org/teaching-2/
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3. How does the idea of seeing Luke as a great storyteller rather than a historian sit 

with you? Do you think it is possible to still convey truth - even when the "facts" 

don't line up? 
 

4. Augustus was a human who claimed to be like a god. Jesus was God who chose 

to become human. If Christ's invitation is to follow him - what does it look like to 

model our lives after Jesus in his chosen trajectory?  

 

5. How does the idea of being ordinary sit with you? Do you resist it? Is there 

relief in it? What feelings does it bring up? 

 
6. Where are you currently feeling ordinary and unseen? If God is in those places 

waiting to be with you - what steps might you take to turn and face God rather 

than hustle your way out of it? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spiritual Practice: Breath Prayer  
 

This week’s Spiritual Practice is a Prayer for Serenity. Before reading the prayer we invite 

you/everyone in the group to sit comfortably, with your palms open and eyes closed – 

notice what words or parts of the prayer seem to stick out more than any other. Read 

through the prayer the first time slowly. When finished, consider on your own or ask the 

group to spend a few minutes in silent conversation with God about the words or parts that 

stuck out and why. After a few minutes in silent prayer, say the prayer aloud or invite the 

group to say the prayer aloud together.  

 

Prayer for Serenity  
 

God, grant me the serenity  

to accept the things I cannot change,  

the courage to change the things I can,  

and the wisdom to know the difference.  

Living one day at a time,  

enjoying one moment at a time;  

accepting hardship as a pathway to peace;  

taking, as Jesus did,  

this sinful world as it is,  

not as I would have it;  

trusting that You will make all things right  

if I surrender to Your will;  

so that I may be reasonably happy in this life  

and supremely happy with you forever in the next.  

Amen.  

 

Reinhold Niebuhr 

 

 


