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Date: December 18, 2022 

Title: Going Home 

Scripture: Matthew 2.19-23 

 

                 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  

Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s 

Sunday morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog 

for further discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you 

explore the expansive heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  

 

Teaching Season 
In Matthew’s telling of the Christmas story, God speaks through angelic messages, dreams and 

visions. These messages are central to the story and the beginning of Jesus’ life. During Advent, 

we will explore the importance of dreams and visions, not just for Matthew, but for all of us. 

 
Teaching  
Sunday, we explored the story of Archelaus to understand the background of his rule and 

reign in Judea, his trial and eventual exile by Rome. In the midst of this, Jesus’ family is on 

the run and put into a vulnerable place. In some ways, this is the hope of Christmas. It is a 
story of a family on the margins … one that will bring hope to the world. 

 

 

Listen to the teaching online or on the DCC App   
 

 
Opening Question for the Group: Start your group discussion with the question below.  
  

1) How has this Advent season been for you?  

 

 

Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 

Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them 

all, and you may have questions of your own to ask. The Spiritual Practice for this week 
could be very meaningful for you or your group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this 

exercise. If you are using this in a group context, read through these questions and the 

Spiritual Practice before your group meets to familiarize yourself with this material. You 

may want to send this out to the group before you meet. 

 

 

1. What stands out from this week’s teaching? Did anything specific catch your 
attention as you listened? 

 

2. When you hear the word “king” what images come to mind? How would you describe 

someone who is a king? 

https://denverchurch.org/teaching-2/
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3. How does understanding the geopolitical landscape during the reign of Archelaus 

change the way you think about the Christmas story? 

 
4. Read Matthew 2:19-23 aloud with your group. Put yourself in Joseph’s place or 

Mary’s place and take some time to share how you think they may have felt when they 

are told to go back to Judea. 

 

5. In what ways have you often pictured the Christmas story? How is that changing for 

you as you consider the vulnerability of Jesus? 

 
 

6. What about the story of Jesus brings you hope in the midst of a difficult world or 

circumstances? 

 

 

 

Spiritual Practice: Advent Week 4 
 

 

This week for our formation practice, we invite you to listen to our guided time of prayer 

and reflection.  You can listen to this guided prayer by clicking on the link below. You can 

also access the spiritual formation podcast through the DCC App.  

 

Spiritual Formation Podcast: Advent Week 4 

 

https://spiritualformation.podbean.com/e/spiritual-formation-podcast-advent-2020-%e2%80%93-week-4-1609777181/

