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Date: December 4, 2022 

Title: Go Back a Different Way   

Scripture: Matthew 2.1-12 

 

                 
Introduction to Analog 
The word, Analog, means “something that is similar or comparable to something else”.  

Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take another, deeper, look into each week’s 

Sunday morning message. Individuals, friends, small groups, and families can use Analog 

for further discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you 

explore the expansive heart of God and practice love in the ways of Jesus.  

 

Teaching Season 
In Matthew’s telling of the Christmas story, God speaks through angelic messages, dreams and 

visions. These messages are central to the story and the beginning of Jesus’ life. During Advent, 

we will explore the importance of dreams and visions, not just for Matthew, but for all of us. 

 
Teaching  
On Sunday we reflected on the mysterious characters, the Magi. Who they were, why they 

showed up, how they knew what they knew, what exactly the star was (or was not), why they 

brought the gifts they did … all that is up for speculation. Still they knew something the 
others in the story did not. Maybe it is because they trusted the revelations that came to 

them - even those in dreams. 

 

 

Listen to the teaching online or on the DCC App   
 

 
Opening Question for the Group: Start your group discussion with the question below.  

  

1) What your favorite holiday treat or meal? Why? 

 

 

Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
 

Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them 
all, and you may have questions of your own to ask. The Spiritual Practice for this week 

could be very meaningful for you or your group, so plan on 10 minutes or so for this 

exercise. If you are using this in a group context, read through these questions and the 

Spiritual Practice before your group meets to familiarize yourself with this material. You 

may want to send this out to the group before you meet. 

 

 
1. What stands out from this week’s teaching? Did anything specific catch your 

attention as you listened? 

 

https://denverchurch.org/teaching-2/
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2. Share what you imagine the Magi were like. What images, ideas, pictures do you 

have in your head when you think of them? Why? 

 
3.  When you consider the context of the time when the Magi visited Herod in Jerusalem 

(the story in Numbers 23 & 24 and Isaiah’s words in Isaiah 60) how does that reshape 

your thoughts on this story? 

 

4. In what places in your life do you feel like you have the “right” answers but when you 

look at your life you notice incongruence? 

 

5. Interact with this quote, “Christmas is disruptive and confrontive.” In what ways do 
you experience this? 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Practice: Advent Week 2 
 

 

This week for our formation practice, we invite you to listen to our guided time of prayer 

and reflection.  You can listen to this guided prayer by clicking on the link below. You can 

also access the spiritual formation podcast through the DCC App.  

 

Spiritual Formation Podcast: Advent Week 2 

 

https://spiritualformation.podbean.com/e/spiritual-formation-podcast-advent-week-2/

